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Community Development Forum

Report on Activities

January to December 2025

The Community Development Forum (Forum) is an arm’s length volunteer group under the

Halfmoon Bay Community Association (HBCA) which proactively engages on significant issues
related to land development and its impact on the Halfmoon Bay community and environment,
and advocates for land use in alignment with the Official Community Plan (OCP). Our aspiration
is to serve as a community focal point, liaising with experts, governments, and community
groups on issues of interest, and to advocate for effective practices, policies, and laws.

The Forum was created in September 2022 in response to increasing community concerns
about development and land use in Halfmoon Bay. We focus on issues impacting on, or of
interest to, neighborhoods and the wider Halfmoon Bay community, and do not address highly
localized issues.

The Forum’s committee members and volunteers hold monthly meetings with the regular
attendance of Halfmoon Bay Area B Director, Justine Gabias. More information about our work,
including terms of reference, meeting minutes, and issue papers can be found on our webpage.

What did we do in 20257

1.

Renewal of the Official Community Plan (OCP) - The SCRD renewal project is

updating our outdated community plans. This includes ensuring conformance with the
Housing Statutes, Residential Development Amendments Act (Bill 44, 2023), which

requires increased housing density, standardized planning, as well as adherence to
environmental regulations. The Forum is working to support our community to engage in
the (SCRD) public consultation process:

a.

b.

Priorities for an updated vision for Halfmoon Bay - Forum volunteers put
together an issue brief outlining priorities for an updated Official Community Plan.
Coast-wide Community Group Webinar - The Forum co-hosted a Coast wide
webinar with the R ’s Creek Official Community Plan Commi

June 2025. The successful webinar saw strong engagement from all Electoral
Areas and municipalities across the Sunshine Coast, helping to build cross-
community awareness and support for the Official Community Plan Renewal
project, and the Sunshine Coast Green Bylaws report (see 2024 activity report).
HBCA Fair Presence & Smuggler Cove Provincial Park - Forum volunteers
organised a booth for the HBCA Summer Fair in July 2025 to encourage OCP
engagement, get people thinking about their vision for Halfmoon Bay, and
publicly announce proposals to expand Smuggler Cove Marine Provincial Park.
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d. Halfmoon Bay Community Meeting (p/anned for March 2026) - The Forum is
organizing a Halfmoon Bay community meeting to encourage participation in the
renewal of the Halfmoon Bay community plan, as input to Phase 2 of the SCRD’s
public engagement scheduled for Jan-Mar 2026. We are collaborating with
Roberts Creek OCPC who are organizing a similar event.

2. Various Property Related & Crown Land Issues - We continue to monitor issues on
various lots (see 2024 report) including those on Brooks Rd, Stephens Way, Redrooffs
Rd and Sechelt Inlet. An ongoing challenge for residents and the Forum is information
disclosure from the SCRD and required Freedom of Information requests (often not
required by other regional districts). The SCRD is now publishing a list and map of active
development applications which includes development permits, subdivision reviews, and
tree cutting permits.There is ongoing community concern around unauthorized land
alterations and use, particularly those related to riparian areas, stormwater risks, slope
hazards and campgrounds. These concerns have been flagged to the SCRD and
provincial authorities, however in many cases, remediation of alleged damage to riparian
or slope hazard areas remains outstanding.

a. BC Timber Sales 2025-2029 Proposed Operating Plan - The Forum
considered BC Timber Sales cutblock proposals of concern (particularly
SECHO003), and was encouraged to see a coordinated response from the HBCA,
SCRD and numerous other Sunshine Coast groups.

3. Coast Douglas-fir Protections - In June 2025, the Forum organised dual delegations to
the SCRD Board on Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems along with the Action for Adaptation
project (a collaboration with CDFCP/UBC, part of Environment Canada’s 12 Priority
Places). Both delegations (recording, slides) were well received by the Board and
attended by members of the public from across the Coast. Subsequently the SCRD
Board passed a motion directing “staff to explore effective policy and legal tools designed
to protect Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems”.

a. New Signage - Coastal Douglas-fir & Invasive Species - Volunteers are
working on signage in collaboration with the Sargeant Bay Society and HBCA
Trails. The project aims to create educational signage about Coastal Douglas-fir
ecosystems and invasive species in Halfmoon Bay parks and trails.

4. Redrooffs Road Shoulder Widening - A volunteer brought proposals to widen the
shoulder of Redrooffs Road (see map). The HBCA Board has adopted this issue, which
has also been raised with elected officials, and the Ministry of Transport & Transit
(MOTT). The Forum will continue to stay involved with this issue.
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